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Specter Calls Sprague ‘Good 


By JOHN F. MORRISON 

Of The Bulletin Staff 

Arlen Specter, chief architect of the 
“single-bullet” theory of the assassi- 
nation of President John F. Kennedy, 
said last night he doubts the new in- 
vestigation of the 1963 murder will 
alter the original findings. 

“I think the single-bullet theory has 
stood the test of time and will continue 
to do so/* Specter said in an inter- 
view. 

Specter, former Philadelphia dis- 
trict attorney, commented shortly 
after Richard A. Sprague, who served 


as first assistant district attorney 
under Specter, was sworn in to run a 
U.S. House of Representatives probe 
of the assassination. 

“I guess they like Philadelphia law- 
yers,” Specter said regarding the se- 
lection of his former colleague to con- 
duct the latest probe of the slaying 
that shocked the world. 

In Washington, Sprague said after a 
brief swearing-in ceremony that he is 
entering the new investigation with a 
“completely open mind.” 

”1 do not have any view on whether 
there was or was not a conspiracy,” 


he said. 

Sprague was named acting counsel 
and staff director of the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations. The ap- 
pointment is expected to be made per- 
manent next month. 

The committee was set up at the in- 
sistence of Rep. Thomas N. Downing 
(D-Va), who is retiring this year after 
17 years in Congress. Downing said he 
felt sufficient evidence of a possible 
conspiracy in Kennedy’s death has 
surfaced in recent years to merit a 
new investigation. 

The committee will also investigate 
the 1968 slaying of civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Of Sprague, considered one of the 
nation’s top prosecutors, Downing 
said, “He’s like a bulldog, and we’re 
going to turn him loose.” 

Specter, who is now in private law 
practice, also praised Sprague. 
“They’ve got a good man,” he said. 
Specter was a 34-year-old assistant 
district attorney in Philadelphia in 
1964 when he was tapped to join the in- 
vestigative staff of the Warren Com- 
mission, headed by the late Chief Jus- 
tice Earl Warren. 

Specter was a leading proponent of 
the theory that Lee Harvey Oswald 
acted alone to kill the President and 
that a single bullet struck Kennedy 
and wounded Texas Gov. John B. Con- 
nally. 

While he doubts that the new probe 
will produce anything substantial , 
Specter said he feels there should be 
an inquiry into two developments that 
occurred since the Warren report was 
completed. 

“There should be an inquiry into the 
FBI destruction of the Oswald note,” 
he said, referring to the revelation in 
November 1975, that agents in the 
' FBI’s Dallas office destroyed a letter 
handed them by Oswald prior to the 
murder. 

The letter contained threats against 
the FBI and the Dallas police. 

“This warrants checking,” Specter 
said, “to explore the details of the FBI 
action and to find out whether the FBI 
concealed any other evidence.” 

Specter said there also should be a 
closer look at revelations that the CIA 
attempted to assassinate Cuban Pre- 
mier Fidel Castro prior to the slaying 
of Kennedy. 

He said the new probe should ex- 
plore in greater detail than did a Sen- 
ate committee headed by U. S. Sen. 
Richard S. Schweiker (R-Pa) earlier 
this year the question of whether 
there was any connection between the 




CIA’s activities and the President’s tion,” Specter said, “but provides no literature on variou 
murder. hard evidence.” ries in the Kennedy , 

“The Castro issue raises a ques- Specter said he has followed recent only in a “general w. 



